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production systems for 

semi -arid regions



Talk Outline;

SELECTION CRITERIA

ÅGenetic Selection ð how it works

ÅAdaptation

ÅAnimal size

ÅAge of  Puberty / Scrotal 

Circumference

ÅReproduction

ÅTemperament

ÅPhenotype



ALC Cattle Properties

Gundaroo = Loma Plata Latitude

Tondara = 250 kms to Nth

Brides Creek = 250 kms to Sth             

         = Asuncion

600mm 

600mm 

450mm 



Rockhampton

Beef Capital of Australia



the last 29yrs average rainfall - 568mm (22")                                     100 yr average rainfall - 590mm (23")





Good seasons at Gundaroo





Dry Times at Gundaroo





Tondara Cows and Calves



Yearling pregs at Brides Creek, Blackall





Breeding Objectives

FERTILITY ð All breeders wean and rebreed every year.

TEMPERAMENT ð Breed naturally quiet cattle without the need of  

excessive handling.

MUSCLEING ð Breed cattle that muscle consistently on any available 

form of  nutrition.

SURVIVABILITY ð Cows must rear calves with NO assistance.  Breed 

cattle that do well in any given environment at low cost.

GROWTH ð Produce cattle that grow rapidly with moderate frame size.

LOW COST ð Breed cattle that work hard for us to produce a profit with 

minimal inputs.

PREDICTABILITY ð Have accurate reporting and analysis systems to 

take out the guess work.

Assure all the above is accomplished in an enjoyable working 

environment for all people involved.



üManagement 
(property, herd, people, finance etc.)

üNutrition 
(pasture, grazing, supplementation etc.)

üGenetics



What is 

genetic selection?







Genetics are ....

ÁPredictable

ÁPermanent

ÁCumulative

They set the direction for our production 

system at conception.


